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Subject:	 Process for Issuing Licences for Keeping of Domestic Fowl, Game 
Fowl and Rabbits on Residential Property 

Contact:	 Wendi Hunter, Manager, Administrative Services and Elections, Council 
and Administrative Services, 905-874-2139 

Overview: 

•	 Committee of Council has considered two reports regarding the keeping of 
domestic fowl (chickens) or rabbits on residential properties in greater numbers 
than currently allowed under Animal Control By-law 261-93. 

•	 Committee of Council at its meeting of November 7, 2012, directed staff to 
explore a permit or licensing system for the keeping of more than two domestic 
fowl or rabbits on a residential property, similar to the system in place for 
pigeons. 

•	 This report recommends the following process (similar to licensing of pigeons): 

a)	 Lot for keeping of animals must be at least 1 acre 
b)	 No more than 10 animals in total will be allowed 
c) Approval by Zoning required 
d)	 Inspection of property by and approval by Animal Services required 
e) Applicant must provide proof of delivery of notice of application to adjoining 

property owners 

f)	 If adjoining property owner objects, licence will be refused 
g)	 Refusal may be appealed to Brampton Appeal Tribunal (BAT) 
h) All parties, including objecting adjoining owner, may delegate before BAT 
i)	 BAT decision is final 

j)	 Licences will be renewable yearly 
k) If complaint is received regarding the animals, licence may not be renewed 
I) Decision	 not to renew is appealable to BAT 
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Overview (cont'd): 

Implementation of the system has the following consequences: 

a) Fees
 

Licence fee to be set at $50
 
(1) To achieve parity, pigeon licence will be increased to $50 
Animal Services inspection fee to be set at $100 
(1) To achieve parity, pigeon licence renewals will be subject to Animal 

Services inspection fee 
Zoning concerns may prompt an inspection by Property Standards. PS 
also has a $100 inspection fee. 
Amendment to the User Fee By-law requires public notice 

b) Brampton Appeal Tribunal 
Changes required to the Brampton Appeal Tribunal By-law to provide for 
participation by objecting party 
Training required for BAT members because of different focus for 
hearings
 
Decisions of BAT are final
 

c) Other Considerations 

Animal Services has estimated that implementing this system may result 
in more than 100 licences per year, resulting in a strain on Animal 
Services resources (for inspections and enforcement) 
Other potential resource implications include 
(1) increased By-law Enforcement activities, 
(2) dangers presented by animals who have escaped their enclosures 
(3) potential for greater activity by coyotes and other carnivores, also 

rodents, skunks, raccoons, etc. 
Implementation of the system will require that Mr. Arlotto (delegant to 
Committee of Council) apply for a licence and follow the established 
process 

Recommendations: 

1.	 That the report from Wendi Hunter, Manager, Administrative Services and 
Elections, Council and Administrative Services, Corporate Services, dated 
November 9,2012, to the Council Meeting of November 14, 2012, re. Process 
for Issuing Licences for Keeping of Domestic Fowl and Rabbits on 
Residential Property, be received; and 

2. That a by-law be passed to amend Animal Control By-law 261-93, User Fee By 
law 380-2003 and Brampton Appeal Tribunal By-law 48-2008 to implement a 
licensing system for the keeping of more than two domestic fowl, game fowl or 
rabbits on a property. 
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Background: 

By-law 261-93, the Animal Control By-law, restricts the keeping of animals, including 
domestic fowl and other types of animals typically referred to as livestock or exotic pets. 
The by-law specifically restricts the keeping of domestic fowl and game fowl, rabbits and 
pigeons and limits the numbers of those permitted to be kept in areas zoned residential 
to a maximum of two domestic fowl or game fowl and two rabbits and two pigeons and 
places requirements on the structures used to house these animals. 

An amendment to the Animal Control By-law in 2009 established a licensing system for 
the keeping of pigeons in excess of the two bird limit. The amendment allows for the 
keeping of up to 60 pigeons, subject to the owner obtaining a licence. The process 
operates similarly to the stationary business licensing process, and approval is required 
from Zoning and Animal Services before a licence can be issued. Also similar to 
licensing for stationary business, a decision of the Licence Issuer (the Clerk) can be 
appealed to the Brampton Appeal Tribunal. 

On February 1, 2012, Mr. Joseph Arlotto, a property owner on Countryside Drive, made 
a delegation to Committee of Council. Mr. Arlotto's property and the neighbouring 
property are both zoned Residential Estate 2. All of the surrounding properties are 
zoned Agricultural. During this delegation, Mr. Arlotto requested that City of Brampton 
Animal Control By-law 261-93 be amended to allow him to increase the number of 
chickens he could keep to a total of six chickens and three rabbits on his property which 
is 1.7 acres in size. 

Committee of Council has considered two reports from Community Services in an effort 
to resolve this matter, the first on April 4, 2012 and most recently on November 7, 2012. 
At its meeting on November 7,2012, Committee of Council directed staff to establish a 
process for exempting property owners from provisions of the Animal Control By-law to 
permit the keeping of chickens and/or rabbits on a property in excess of the By-law 
provisions, subject to appeal provisions to the Brampton Appeal Tribunal. 

Current Situation: 

Staffproposes implementation of a licensing system for keeping of domestic fowl, game 
fowl and rabbits in excess of the two animal limit as established by Animal Control By 
law 261-93, with the restriction that licences will not be issued for the keeping of more 
than 10 animals (including a combination of all - e.g. total of domestic, game fowl and 
rabbits), and that licences not be issued for properties less than one acre in size. To 
implement the system, the following amendments are required. 
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Animal Control By-law 

Amend Animal Control By-law 261-93 to include the following exemption to the 
two animal limit: 

In addition to other requirements of the Animal Control By-law and the Zoning 
By-law, the following are the rules for owners of domestic fowl, game fowl or 
rabbits: 

(1)	 No person shall keep more than two domestic fowl, game fowl or rabbits 
on a lot unless a license is obtained from the License Issuer. 

(2)	 Licences shall be issued yearly. 
(3)	 No person shall keep more than ten animals (all included) on a lot. 
(4)	 A licence shall not be issued unless the property in question is more than 

one acre in size. 

(5)	 The structure for keeping of the animals shall be located, constructed and 
maintained in compliance with the Animal Control By-law, the Zoning By 
law and any other applicable legislation. 

(6)	 A licence permits the keeping of animals on the property, but not the 
slaughter of animals. Animal slaughter is regulated by By-law 179-84. 

(7)	 The licence shall be issued to the owner of the subject property, or the 
tenant of the property with written permission from the owner. 

(8)	 The Licence Issuer may require approval of Zoning and inspection by and 
approval of Animal Services prior to issuing a licence. 

(9)	 The applicant (property owner or tenant with written permission from the 
property owner) shall provide to the Licence Issuer with proof that he has 
notified adjoining property owners of his intent to apply for the licence. 

i.	 The notice shall include information regarding how an adjoining 
property owner may object to the issuance of a licence. Adjoining 
property owners will be given 15 days to notify the Licence Issuer of 
any objection. 

(10)	 If any objection to the issuance of a licence is received by the Licence 
Issuer, a licence will not be issued. 

(11)	 Where a complaint has been received by the Licence Issuer, specific to 
the issue of the additional fowl or rabbits, prior to the renewal of a licence, 
the renewal licence may not be issued. 

(12)	 Where the License Issuer has refused to issue a licence, the applicant 
may appeal to the Brampton Appeal Tribunal in accordance with 
procedures established by Licensing By-law 1-2002. 

2.	 Fees 

The current fee for licences for pigeons is $30.00. This amount does not reflect 
costs incurred by Council and Administrative Services for issuing the licences. It 
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is recommended that the fee for licensing for domestic fowl, etc. be set at $50.00, 
and that the pigeon fee be increased to the same $50.00 fee in an effort to 
recoup some of the costs incurred in the process and establish parity for licences 
for pigeons and domestic fowl, etc. 

As previously reported, this licensing system also requires inspections by Animal 
Services staff, and, if there are any Zoning concerns, inspections by Property 
Standards staff. It is proposed that the Fee By-law be amended to include an 
inspection fee to be collected by Animal Services, again reflecting their costs for 
providing the service. Inspection fees for Property Standards are already 
included in the Fee By-law. 

Council should note that, in order to treat licensees equally, Animal Services will 
charge for inspections related to pigeons as well as domestic fowl, etc. This will 
be a new fee payable by pigeon owners. 

Amend User Fee By-law 380-2003 to include the following fees: 

Licence $ 50.00
 
Inspection by Animal Services $100.00
 

3. Brampton Appeal Tribunal By-law 

Amendment is required to Brampton Appeal Tribunal By-law 48-2008 to include 
reference to licences for the keeping of domestic fowl, game fowl and rabbits, 
and to provide that persons objecting to the issuance of a licence may appear 
before the Tribunal to speak to an appeal. 

Training of Brampton Appeal Tribunal members will be required - the focus of 
hearings before the Tribunal on these matters may be more about dispute 
between neighbours than strict adherence with City By-laws. 

Council should note that, as with other licensing matters, if the proposed 
licensing system is implemented, any decision of the Brampton Appeal Tribunal 
will be final, and not appealable to Council. 
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Corporate Implications: 

This report has been reviewed by Animal Services. Staff from Animal Services provide 
the following comments regarding the proposed licensing system: 

Animals permitted under the licensing system should be limited to hens (not 
roosters) and rabbits. Other domestic fowl (roosters, ducks and geese) and 
game fowl (guinea fowl, peacocks, etc.) present considerable challenges 
regarding noise. 

The keeping of chickens for eggs and meat for personal consumption has 
garnered interest around the Province. Given that there are currently 
approximately 1,100 residential properties in Brampton that are greater than one 
acre in size, it is not unreasonable to anticipate 100 applications or more for 
licences for keeping chickens. The proposed licensing system not only creates 
workload in the issuance of the licences, e.g. administrative paperwork, 
inspections by Animal Services, but also increases enforcement workload, e.g. 
capturing escaped animals, responding to noise and animal welfare complaints, 
etc. Such volume would put considerable strain on Animal Services resources 
and would require hiring additional staff. 

The greater the number of fowl and rabbits on a property, the greater the 
possibility of interaction with coyotes and other carnivores, skunks, raccoons and 
rodents. 

Animal Services also has concerns about housing impounded fowl - currently the 
shelter does not have space to adequately house fowl. 

Conclusion: 

To amend User Fee By-law 380-2003, public notice must be given. Should Council 
approve the recommendations in this report, notice will be published and a by-law to 
amend Animal Control By-law 261-93, Brampton Appeal Tribunal By-law 48-2008 and 
User Fee By-law 380-2003 will be listed on the November28, 2012 Council agenda. 

If the proposed licensing system is implemented, Mr. Arlotto (delegant to Committee of 
Council) will be required apply for a licence for his proposed additional chickens and 
rabbits and follow the established process. 
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Peter Fay Peter Simmons 

City Clerk, Corporate Services Commissioner, Corporate Services 

Report authored by: Wendi Hunter, Manager, Administrative Services and Elections, 
Council and Administrative Services, 905-874-2139 
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Original Signed By




